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The Stearns site (18CV17) is a multi-component pre-Contact site located here at Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum.
The site gets its name from Richard Stearns, who was the curator for the Department of Archaeology at the Natural His-
tory Society of Maryland in the early 20th century. Stearns located the site by boat in the 1930s because of the presence of
an expansive and thick shell midden (Stearns 1943).

terson’s Point Farm, found a number of artifacts from the same At the Stearns site, these items were recovered from eroding shell
site (Clark and Smolek 1981). A curious pipe collected by Brown was middens and storage pits, and were likely items acquired through
found along a stretch of beach that had eroded out of an exposed stor-  trade (Figure 3). How they were used when the site was occupied is
age pit feature. This pipe was different, as it was made of red clay, and  unclear.
more elaborately decorated using cord-wrapped stick impressions
(Figure 2). Like the stone pipe found by Stearns about 50 years prior,
this example had a series of rectangles along the bottom.

Figure 2. Photo of red clay pipe recovered by Lana Brown with impressed decora-
tion and alate or winged platform.
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The Maryland Archaeological Conservation Laboratory (MAC Lab) is a state-of-the-art archaeological research, conservation, and collections storage facility located at the Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum.






